Kentucky Artisan Center
at Berea

Media Kit

The gateway to Kentucky arts and artisans in the Folk
Arts & Craft Capital of Kentucky!

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea offers a wide range of Kentucky’s
outstanding artisan works in its galleries, exhibition and shopping areas. Whether
on display in a themed gallery exhibition or in the shopping areas, you will find

unique items with information about the artisans and the materials and processes

used.

The Center has superbly crafted glass, ceramics, metal and forged steel,
sculpture, note cards, works from wood, fine furniture, and jewelry, as well as
fiber and paper, specialty foods, music and books. Two-dimensional works
include oil and watercolor paintings, pastels, drawings, photographs and prints.
No matter what your interests or budget, you’re sure to find just what you’re
looking for.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea offers full traveler services and
information. Demonstrations by artisans are held every Saturday throughout the
year from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. to bring the creative process to light for visitors.
Free guided gallery tours are given on the second Saturday of each month, and
the Center also offers food tastings, book signings by Kentucky authors, and
musical performances.

nFoIIow us on Facebook!

Visit our website

The Kentucky Artisan Center is located just off I-75 at Exit 77 at Berea, is open daily; year
round from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is free.

Kentuckiy™

UNBSRIDLED SPIRIT


http://www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kentucky-Artisan-Center-at-Berea/217032291658034?sk=wall

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky

History of the Center

The idea for the Kentucky
Artisan Center at Berea began
locally in Berea, the city
designated by the Kentucky
Legislature as the “Folk Arts &
Craft Capital of Kentucky.”

Since Berea College began its
crafts work program for students,
Berea has been home to
continuing craft traditions and to
\ both traditional and innovative
artisans. The Center was envisioned as a way of making the work of Kentucky’s
artisans and the city of Berea'’s offerings in the numerous galleries and shops,
easily accessible to travelers on this most heavily traveled interstate.
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Visible from I-75, the Center’s building was designed to
serve as an example of Kentucky’s quality artistry.
Designed by Lexington architects Charles Jolly and Carol
Myers (Myers Jolly Architects), the building appears to be a
cluster of small buildings not unlike weathered barn
structures in the region. The Kentucky limestone used for
the exteriors and much of the interior was quarried in
Harrodsburg, Kentucky and laid by Kentucky stone masons
under the direction of Bobby Cameron of Brodhead,
Kentucky. Slate and copper roofs, and the interior’s
exposed timbers and decking further the natural feel of the
building.

The Kentucky
Artisan Center,
¥ located at 200
< Artisan Way,

1 just off I-75 at
Exit 77,
opened on
July 31, 2003,
and is open to
the public daily
- from 9 am.to
6 p.m.
Admission is
free.

For media visits, tours and additional information, contact Gwen Heffner at the Kentucky
Artisan Center at Berea, 859/985-5448, gwen.heffner@ky.qov



mailto:gwen.heffner@ky.gov

— Give a Gift
- Madein
Kentucky

At the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea visitors find a wonderful selection of
items created by over 750 Kentucky artisans. Items include hand-crafted gifts
such as scarves and bags, quilts, wooden kitchen utensils, garden sculpture,
turned wooden bowls, furniture, ornaments and a wide range of functional and
decorative pottery. There is always an exciting array of glass; a great selection of
jewelry, sculpture, prints, paintings, and photographs from all across the state.

Gifts of all kinds abound, including delicious Kentucky Proud food products such
as jams and jellies, sauces and mixes, honey and sorghum, and even Kentucky
ham! Find an array of Bourbon products and themed gift baskets and hostess
gifts - beautifully packaged for giving.

Choose from a wide selection of beauty products, books, musical recordings, and
much more —all made by Kentucky artisans! Visit the Kentucky Artisan Center
any time of year to “Give a Gift Made in Kentucky!”



Events & Exhibits

Weekly demonstrations

On Saturdays throughout the year, the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea features
artisan demonstrations from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. allowing visitors a first-hand view of
the creative process. Musical performances, book signings and other events are held
throughout the year.

2017 Exhibitions

Get Ready, Get Set: Multiples in Clay
Oct. 8, 2017 — Feb. 24, 2018

Multiples and Sets by 29 Kentucky ceramic artists

Reveal: David Stratton & Trent Altman
Through April 30, 2018

Large format pen and ink drawings by David Stratton, of Owensboro, and large format
abstract paintings by Trent Altman of Louisville.




For the Traveler

Plan your visit with maps and brochures

The Center is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily- year round - and is closed only on
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. Hours are 9:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Admission is always free.

The Center’s staff provides travel information with brochures from across the
state and highway maps. All front line staff are trained as travel information
specialists and as retail sales personnel, providing hospitality and quality service.

The Kentucky Artisan Center has welcomed over 3.6 million visitors since
opening in July of 2003 - all of whom have experienced or purchased Kentucky
artisan works and enjoyed a meal in the café. Visitors signing the guest book
represent all states in the U.S. as well as over 40 international countries.
Visitation to the center increases significantly every year.

The Center’s restrooms always have fresh cut flowers and have been declared
“the cleanest and best designed rest rooms along | -75,” by Dave Hunter, author
of Along I-75 Travel Guides.



Artisan Café

Visitors enjoy Kentucky cuisine in the café with favorites such as fried catfish,
Kentucky Hot-Brown, corn pudding, rotisserie chicken and bourbon bread
pudding. The Artisan Café is a great place to join friends for a delicious meal.

Entrees

Hot Brown, Chicken and Dumplings, Roast Pork Loin, Fried Catfish, Rotisserie
Chicken, Meatloaf; BBQ Ribs; Pulled BBQ Pork and more!

Breakfast Fare (9 a.m.to 11l a.m.)

Sausage biscuit, bacon biscuit, breakfast burritos, cinnamon rolls, muffins
Vegetarian Fare

Quiche, Tomato Pie, Eggplant Parmesan, Vegetarian Chili, Specialty Soups and
Salads

Sides

Corn Pudding; Green Beans; Mashed Potatoes; mixed fresh vegetables, Fried &
Steamed Zucchini, and more.

Desserts

Freshly made specialty pies and cakes, Bourbon Bread Pudding, muffins,
cookies, and Sav’s Ice Cream made in Lexington, KY.

Conference and Private Dining Rooms

The Center has a conference room and a private dining room available to
community groups. Each rents for nominal fees for meetings and special events.
The spaces offer an easy interstate location, fresh food, clean rest rooms and
good service.

For more information contact Brittany Roberts at 859/ 985-5448, ext. 221, or at

The Center’s conference room (left) seats 25 and the private dining room (right) seats 48
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While in Berea
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Berea, the Folk Arts & Crafts Capital of Kentucky, continues its commitment to
craft and the arts. Visitors can stroll along Main Street or in Old Town to visit the
studios of working artists and enjoy the beauty of the Berea College Campus.

The City of Berea is home to craft studios, arts shops and galleries, coffee shops
and cafés - all amid the beautiful foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. Berea
College’s student-guided walking tours take visitors into Berea College Crafts
workspaces where objects of beauty and craftsmanship are created. The city’s
Festival of Learnshops in July, offers a wide array of workshops by master
craftspeople from beginning to advanced levels. Visitors can take two hour to
three day workshops to experience the creative process first hand.

Berea also hosts several annual craft festivals and is home to the Kentucky Guild
of Artists and Craftsmen. Music can be enjoyed throughout the year with summer
carillon concerts, the annual fall Celebration of Traditional Music Festival and
musical performances by Berea College students and faculty. Quilts come alive
during the Berea Arts Council’s Quilt Extravaganza weekend and there is hiking,
theatre, contra dancing, a farmers market and many other festivals and events
that offer both family fun and entertainment year round.

For more information go to: www.berea.com.



http://www.berea.com/

For the Media

e Executive Director: Todd Finley
Todd.finley@ky.gov

e Location: 200 Artisan Way — just off I-75 at Berea Exit 77
Berea, Kentucky

e The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea opened in
August of 2003

e Hours: 9a.m.to 6 p.m.-7 days aweek
Café Hours: 9a.m.to 4 p.m.

e Closed: Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and
New Year’s Day

e Number of Visitors to date: Over 3.6 Million

e The Center sells only Kentucky artisan crafted
works including jewelry, pottery, wooden items, fiber
works, toys, furniture, sculpture, prints, cards,
paintings, photographs, soaps and beauty products,
music, foods, books and much more!

e Artisan demonstrations are held every Saturday from
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

e Special exhibitions are held year round
e Number of employees: 24 full time staff

e Square footage: 25,000 sq. ft.

For media visits and additional information, contact gwen.heffner@ky.gov

YouTube Videos:

CELEBRATING
2017 Damon Farmer Sand Sculpture - 225 Year
Celebration 225

DAMON FARMER
AND THE KENTUCKY'
ARTISAN CENTER

Kentucky Governor’s Award Video

Follow us on Facebook and our Website

Kentucky™

The Kentucky Artisan Center is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky
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www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov

